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Caerleon  Urban  District  Council 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
CAERLEON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
upon  the  vital  statistics,  sanitary  circumstances  and 
sanitary  administration  of  youir  district  during  the  year 
1925.  It  has  been  compiled  upon  the  lines  suggested  in 
Circular  648  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Welsh  Board  of 
Health),  dated  31st  December,  1925,  and  is  a Survey  Report. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area,  571  acres.  Population  (Census  1921),  2,307. 
Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1925,  2,273. 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  CHARACTER 
OF  THE  AREA. 

The  district  is  situated  about  three  miles  from  Newport. 
Its  Eastern  boundary  is  the  Avon  Llwyd,  a tributary  of  the 
Usk,  and  its  Southern  boundary  the  River  Usk  itself.  The 
soil  of  the  district  is  chiefly  clay  and  marl.  The  population 
is  residential,  agricultural  and  industrial.  The  district  is 
served  by  a branch  of  the  Great  Western  Railway  and  by 
various  motor-bus  routes. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  ...  ...  428 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  ...  421 

Rateable  value £12,127 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £50  10s.7d. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Births. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ... 

16  ... 

6 

...  22 

Illegitimate  ... 

1 ... 

1 

...  2 

Total  . . . 

17  ... 

~7 

...  ^ 

2 


Birth  rate,  10.558  per  1,000  of  ■ population  as  compared 
with  9.9  in  1924,  16.6  in  1923,  16.05  in  1922,  13.4  in  1921, 
and  23.1  in  1920. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1925  was  18.3,  and 
the  rate  for  the  County  of  Monmouth,  21.5.. 

Deaths. 

Males,  7 ; Females,  10;  Total,  17.  — 

Death  rate  7.47  per  1,000  of  population,  as  compared 
with  10.4  in  1924,  12.5  in  1923,  7.3  in  1922,  9.5  in  1921,  and 
12.6  in  1920. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12.2,  and  for  the 
County  of  Monmouth,  10.6. 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were: — 

Tuberculosis  t . ...  1 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Rheumatic  Fever  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  2 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Violence  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age. 

Nil. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  for  1924  was  43.4  per  1,000 
births,  1923—55.5,  1922—57.1,  1921—64.5. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
75,  and  for  the  County  of  Monmouth,  83.8. 

The  amo'u'nt  of  Poor  Law  Relief  expended  in  the  district 
during  the  year  under  review  was  £260  7s.  4d.,  compared 
with  £317  5s.  5d.  for  1924.  The  Royal  Gwent  Hospital  and 
the  Wooloston  Infirmary  have  been  freely  used  for  cases  of 
severe  illness  and  for  cases  requiring  operation. 

No  causes  of  sickness  were  specially  noteworthy  during 
the  year. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA. 

Hospitals  available  in  the  District. 

Tuberculosis. — Facilities  for  treatment  of  Tuberculosis 
are  provided  by  the  County  Council,  which  body  contracts 
with  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association  for  hospital, 
sanatorium  and  dispensary  treatment.  The  Tuberculosis 


Hospital  is  at  Cefn  Mably,  Glamorganshire,  the  Sanatorium 
at  Talgarth,  Breconshire,  and  surgical  Tuberculosis  is 
treated  at  Gian  Ely  Hospital,  Cardiff.  The  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary’  is  at  Palmyra  Place,  Newport,  where  patients 
from  the  District  are  seen  by  appointment  with  the 
Physician. 

Maternity  and  Children. — A new  Maternity  Hospital  is 
in  process  of  organisation.  It  is  situated  at  “ The  Coldra,” 
and  will  have  accommodation  for  about  40  cases.  The 
County  Council  also  makes  provision  for  the  Orthopsedic 
treatment  of  Crippled  Children,  as  well  as  for  the  Blind, 
Deaf,  and  Dumb. 

Fever. — There  is  no  hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  in 
the  district,  but  cases  can  be  sent  to  the  Allt-yr-yn  Hospital, 
Newport,  by  arrangement  with  the  Newport  Corporation. 

Small  Pox. — The  County  Council  have  made  arrange- 
ments for  the  isolation  of  any  case  of  this  disease. 

Other  Hospitals. — The  Wooloston  Infirmary,  main- 
tained by  the  Newport  Board  of  Guardians,  and  the  Royal 
Gwent  Hospital,  Newport,  maintained  by  voluntary  contri- 
butions, are  available  for  Medical  and  Surgical  cases  from 
the  District. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegiti- 
mate Infants,  and  Homeless  Children.  There  is  a hostel  foir 
unmarried  mothers  at  Nantyderry,  in  this  County.  It  is 
maintained  by  voluntary  subscriptions. 

St  Cadoc’s  Home,  Caerleon,  takes  in  homeless  children. 
It  is  provided  by  the  Chhrch  of  England  Waifs  and  Strays 
Society. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

Infectious  Diseases. — When  patients  are  sent  to  Allt- 
yryn  Isolation  Hospital,  the  Borough  of  Newport  ambulance 
is  used. 

Non-Infectious  and  Accident  Cases. — The  Ambulance 
of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  St.  John  Ambulance 
Association,  stationed  at  Newport,  can  be  obtained  when 
necessary. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. — A Centre  under  the 
scheme  of  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council  is  held  at 
Ty  Craig,  High  Street,  Caerleon,  on  alternate  Wednesday* 
afternoons  from  2 to  4 o’clock,  when  a Lady  Assistant 
Medical  Officer  is  in  attendance  for  consultation  and  the 
treatment  of  minor  ailments. 
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School  Clinics. — The  School  'Clinic  of  the  County 
Council  at  Stanley  Road,  Gold  Tops,  Newport,  is  available 
for  treatment. 

Tuberculosis  Clinic. — See  above. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. — This  is  provided  by  the 
Royal  Gwent  Hospital. 

All  the  above  Clinics  are  provided  by  the  County 
Council,  and  are  readily  accessible  to  the  district  by  rail  or 
motor-bus. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

This  consists  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part 
time) , and  the  Surveyor  and  Inspector,  Mr.  Edwin  Richards 
(part  time) . 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING. 

(a)  General. — The  Caerleon  Nuirsing*  Association  pro- 
vides a resident  district  nurse,  supported  by  voluntary 
contributions. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases. — No  arrangements  are  made 
for  nursing  such  cases. 


MIDWIVES. 

There  are  two  registered  midwives  practising  in  the 
district,  including  the  District  Nurse. 

CHEMICAL  WORK. 

Full  use  is  made  of  the  facilities  of  the  Monmouthshire 
County  Council  for  pathological  and  bacteriological  examin- 
ations. 

Samples  of  food,  milk,  etc.,  are  examined  by  the  County 
Analyst,  Mr.  G.  R.  Thompson,  Dock  Street,  Newport. 

A supply  of  diphtheria  antitoxin  is  always  kept  avail- 
able by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

Adoptive  Acts,  etc. — The  only  Bye-Laws  in  force  are 
those  relating  to  new  streets  and  buildings.  No  adoptive 
Acts  are^  in  force,  but  there  are  Regulations  relating  to 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops,  under  the  Dairies,  Cow- 
sheds and  Milkshops  Order,  1885,  and  the  Contagiouls  Dis- 
eases (Animals)  Act,  1886. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  AREA. 

Water. — The  supply  is  derived  from  the  Newport  Cor- 
poration Waterworks.  The  water  is  of  good  quality,  free 
from  contamination,  and  the  supply  is  constant  and 
sufficient. 
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Rivers  and  Streams. — The  Avon  Llwyd  and  Usk  rivers 
are  both  polluted  outside  the  district. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  water  carriage  system  is 
adopted  throughout  the  town,  wherever  it  is  possible  to  con- 
nect with  the  sewers. 

Closet  Accommodation. — Automatically  flushed  closets 
obtain  in  all  the  more  recently  built  streets  of  the  town.  In 
the  older  parts  of  the  town,  hand  flushed  closets  exist. 

Scavenging. — Refuse  is  collected  twice  weekly  by  cart 
from  movable  ash-bins,  etc.,  placed  in  the  streets  by  the 
householders. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. — The  following  is  a 
sum,mary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Cowsheds  visited  4 

Slaughterhouses  visited  2 

School  premises  inspected 1 

General  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Registered  Milksellers  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  places  where  food  is  sold  3 

No.  of  notices  served  (informal) 12 

Result  of  such  notices carried  out. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled  by 
Bye-Laws  and  Regulations. — One  factory,  the  Caerleon  Tin- 
works,  is  partially  within  the  district.  The  sanitary 
arrangements  are  satisfactory. 

Schools. — The  sanitary  arrangements  of  the  only  school 
in  the  district  are  excellent.  There  has  been  no  occasion  to 
close  the  school  during  the  year,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of 
infectious  disease. 


HOUSING. 

1.  General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  Area. — The  state 
of  the  smaller  houses  in  the  district  is  bad,  most  of  them 
being  of  considerable  age.  A definite  shortage  of  houses 
exists,  which  is  likely  to  increase  in  the  future,  owing  to  the 
erection  of  a new  brickworks  just  outside  the  district. 

2.  Overcrowding  exists,  but  not  so  markedly  as  in 
larger  towns. 

3.  Fitness  of  Houses. — The  chief  defects  found  in  unfit 
houses  are,  lack  of  light  and  ventilation,  inefficient  damp- 
proof  courses,  and  poor  sanitary  conveniences.  In  many 
cases  one  closet  has  to  serve  two  or  more  houses.  Under 
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new  Bye-Laws  shortly  to  be  brought  into  force  it  is  hoped 
that  most  of  the  above  defects  will  receive  attention. 

4.  Unhealthy  Areas. — The  present  tip  for  the  refuse  of 
the  town  is  a cause  for  many  complaints  such  as  smell,  rats, 
etc.  The  choice  of  a new  tip  is  under  consideration,  as  the 
present  one  is  nearly  full. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Total  1 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing 

Acts  Nil. 

1.  — Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. — Inspection : 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  50 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  in- 

spected and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  ...  105 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  55 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  subheading) 

« found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices Nil. 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers Nil. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply.  — There  are  10  sources  of  supply  of 
milk  to  the  district,  the  majority  of  which  are  from  outside 
the  boundary. 

(b) ^  Meat. — There  is  one  registered  slaughter-house  in 
the  district,  which  has  been  inspected  and  is  in  good  con- 
dition. 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Four  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  other  than  Tubercu- 
losis, were  notified  during  the  year: — 


Disease 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 


Total  Cases 
Notified 

3 

1 


Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Nil. 

Nil. 


Deaths 

Nil. 

Nil. 


There  were  4 notifications  in  1924,  6 in  1923,  11  in  1922 
and  19  in  1921. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  cases  and  moirtality  during  1925 : — 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Period 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonarv 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonarv 

M F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

5—10 

0 ...  0 

0 ... 

0 

0 ., 

..  0 

0 ... 

0 

15—20 

0 ...  0 

1 ... 

0' 

0 ., 

..  0 

0 ... 

0 

20—30 

0 ...  1 

0 ... 

0 

0 ., 

..  0 

0 ... 

0 

30—45 

2 ...  0 

0 ... 

0 

1 .. 

,.  0 

0 ... 

0 

Totals 

2 ...  1 

1 ... 

0 

1 . 

..  0 

0 ... 

0 

All  the  new  cases  were  sent  to  the  Tuberculosis  Clinic 
at  Newport,  and  were  afterwards  admitted  to  Cefn  Mably. 
In  1924,  4 new  cases  were  notified  and  2 deaths  occurred. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  MARSH  ROBERTS,  M.B.,  B.S., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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